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SHRI SHEEN KAAF NIZAM

Shri Sheen Kaaf Nizam is an eminent Urdu critic, poet, and literary scholar, whose
poetry flows at a confluence of the Arabo-Persian and Hindi-Sanskrit tradition.

2. Born on 8" November, 1946 in the princely State of Jodhpur, Shri Nizam's name at
birth was Shiv Kishan Bisssa. However, his love for poetic accuracy and discipline led
him to a new name Sheen Kaaf Nizam. He had a deep religious upbringing, accuracy of
language of the Pushtikar Brahmin household and early an extensive grounding in
Sanskrit classics with the phonological accuracy of reading aloud; all traits he carried
right across into his Urdu creativity. The grounding in Hindu religion nurtured and
equivalent respect for the Islamic scriptures and their literary ramifications. His
primarily self learnt Urdu was refined by Persian that he learnt from his treating Janab
Muinuddin Ahmad at the Unani dispensary and Urdu linguistic accuracy and finesse
from the Urdu critic and editor Mahir ul Qadari of Pakistan, through correspondence
with him. He is loved by Hindus and Muslims, Indian and Pakistani, Hindi and Urdu
readers and poets alike.

3. Author of over a dozen volumes of poetry and books of criticism, Shri Nizam has
mesmerized audiences in over a thousand mushairas in a hundred cities across a dozen
countries across the world. Some of his poetry collections are Lamhon Ki Saleeb (1971),
Naad (1980), Dasht Mein Dariya (1984), Saaya koi Lamba Na Tha (1988), Saayon ke
Saaye mein (1996), Bayaazen Kho Gayee Hain (1997), Rasta yeh Kahin nahi Jaata (2010),
Aur Bhi Hai Naam Raste ka (2015). He has also published books in criticism, including
Tazkira Maasir Sho'ra-e-Jodhpur (1991), Lafz Dar Lafz (2001), Mani Dar Mani (2010),
Lafz Ke Dar Par (2020), Bheed Mein Akela (2001). He has edited many Devnagari volumes
of poets like Wazir Agha, Nida Fazli, Kumar Pashi and others besides editing Deewan-e-
Ghalib.

4. Shri Nizam's works have been widely published, translated, acclaimed and
recorded. His poetry collection “Gumshuda Dair ki Gunjti Ghantiyan” won the Sahitya
Akademi Award (2010). He has received numerous national awards such as “Igbal
Samman” (2006), “Begum Akhtar Ghazal Award” (2006), “Mahmood Sheerani Award”,
“Marwar Ratna”, “Raja Man Singh Samman”, “Shaane-Urdu Award” (2015), “Acharya
Vidya Niwas Mishra Samman” (2016), “Sanskriti-Saurabh Award” (2017), “Shameem
Jaipuri Award” (2019), “Gangadhar National Award for Poetry” (2019), “Rajasthan Ratna”
(2022), “First Fellowship Award of Rajasthan Urdu Academy” (2023) and “Lifetime

Achievement Award” in Qatar.
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